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CAL. SUPREME COURT COULD STRIP GOV AND LEGISLATURE
OF POWER TO RAISE TAXES

Posted on May 17, 2024 by OAKLAND POST

On May 8, the California Supreme Court heard oral arguments on the Taxpayer Protection and
Government Accountability Act, a measure that has already been approved for the November ballot.
It calls for restricting the state Legislature and Governor’s ability to increase taxes without statewide
voter approval. California business owners back the measure while Labor unions have rallied in
opposition to it. The post Cal. Supreme Court Could Strip Gov and Legislature of Power to Raise
Taxes first appeared on Post News Group.
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By Antonio Ray Harvey, California Black Media

The California African American Chamber of Commerce partnered with the California African
American Action Fund to host its annual “Honorable Gwen Moore California Legislative Reception.”
The event took place on May 7 at the Sutter Club in downtown Sacramento.

Distinguished guests included business leaders, state officials, and both former and current
lawmakers. Notably, members of the California Legislative Black Caucus (CLBC), attended the event.
Former Assembly Speaker and San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, 90, was the keynote speaker.
Former state Sen. Roderick Wright and CAACC Executive Director Timothy Alan Simon served as
emcees.

“The California African American Chamber of Commerce and the California African American Action
Fund represent the African American economy of the fourth largest economy of the world,” Simon
said during the introduction of the event. “Therefore, tonight let’s have some fun. We are going to
learn how to acquire more power, more financial funding, and more access. We’re opening up those
doors to you.”

During the reception, an award ceremony honored individuals for their achievements, innovative
ideas, leadership, business acumen, and political contributions.

The CAACC Media and Communications Award was presented to Civil Rights Activist Danny
Bakewell Jr., President of the Bakewell Company and Executive Editor of the Los Angeles Sentinel.

Trending
Oakland Private Industry Council Career Center Moves to New Location
The Gwen Moore Legislative Impact Award was presented to Assemblymember Lori Wilson (D-
Suisun City), Chair of the CLBC. The Legislator of the Year honor went to Assemblymember Corey
Jackson (D-Moreno Valley).

“This is an absolute honor. Especially, with my knowledge and familiarity with Assemblymember
Moore’s work,” Wilson said. “It’s just a reminder, honor, and privilege of this space I get to be in. This
award holds profound significance for me and those who dedicated their lives to advancing equity,
justice, and opportunities for all.”

Cathy Adams, President and CEO of Oakland African American Chamber of Commerce was
presented with the Aubry Stone Outstanding Business Award. The Trailblazer Award was presented
to the late Linda Crayton, former San Francisco City Commissioner.
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Crayton served on the Airport Commission for the City and County of San Francisco from 1996 to
2020.

“She clearly served for almost 25 years, and she was totally sensitive to the need and careful
implementation within the framework of all the rules that had been established,” Brown said of
Crayton. She was a difference for many.”

Other leaders honored were John Reynolds, California Public Utilities Commission (recipient of the
Distinguished Service Award); Hon. Heather Hutt, Councilmember for the City of Los Angeles,
representing Council District 10, (Distinguished Service in the African American Community Award);
and Thurman White, Senior Advisor ESO Ventures (Distinguished Recognition Award).

Rounding out the special guests and awardees list were Sen. Steven Bradford (D-Inglewood), CLBC
Vice Chair, Dennis Thurston, Supplier Diversity Program Manager for Southern California Edison;
Angela Gibson-Shaw, President of Greater Los Angeles African American Chamber of Commerce;
and Tommy Ross, Pinnacle Strategic Group.

Toks Omishakin, Secretary of the California State Transportation Agency (CALSTA) also attended the
two-hour event.

“That’s the nature of how we need to work in the world of politics and, how we need to exercise
authority and privilege.”

Oakland Post
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