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Dawes's impact on gymnastics extends beyond her Olympic achievements. After the 1996 Games,
she continued to compete and inspire. She participated in the 2000 Sydney Olympics, further
cementing her legacy as one of the sport's greats. The post Dominique Dawes: The Golden Journey
of a Gymnastics Pioneer first appeared on Post News Group.
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By Edward Henderson, California Black Media

Black revolutionaries of the 1960s and 1970s faced unimaginable discrimination, violence,
obstruction and hostility from law enforcement, people who opposed their ideologies and activities
— and even undercover agents of the federal government.
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But what happens when the bain, torment and sabotage come from individuals they fought
alongside, who they regarded as colleagues and “‘comrades?”

The newly released memoir “What We Stood For: The Story of a Revolutionary Black Woman,"”
written with the assistance of Thandisizwe Chimurenga, reveals the untold story of Los Angeles-
based activist and advocate Deborah Jones. It details the harrowing experiences of Jones, 73, as a
member of the Us Organization, one of the leading Black Power groups in California and the United
States, from 1968 to 1970.

The US Organization was a political rival to the Black Panther Party.

Two years after Jones joined the Us Organization's Taifa (Nation) Dance Troupe, Maulana Karenga,
cofounder of the organization known for creating the African American holiday of Kwanzaa, accused
Jones and Gail “Idili" Davis, another member, of trying to poison him.

According to Jones, that accusation is false and baseless.

According to the account in the book, the women were held and tortured in Karenga's garage over
Mother's Day weekend in 1970. In addition to describing this account and explaining Jones' life
afterward, the memoir also tells Jones' story of growing up in Los Angeles in a loving, Pro-Black
household, and her life's calling of inspiring Black youth through Afro-centric teachings.
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California Black Media spoke with co-writer Thandisizwe Chimurenga about her process working
with Jones on the memoir and some of the sensitive subjects it includes.

Jones declined CBM's interview request and deferred to Chimurenga.

“The main reason | wanted to be part of this project, | believe Debroah Jones and Gale Davis, the
other woman who was tortured along with her, | believe they are used as a hammer against Karenga
and this US Organization,” said Chimurenga.

“What | mean by that is: every year during Kwanzaa, people who don't like Karenga or the US
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Organization — because they've adopted the beef of the Panthers vs the US organization — because
of the anger and shock and hurt over the murders of Bunchy (Carter) and John (Huggins) — one of
the things they say is ‘in addition to killing Bunchy and John,"” they also tortured two sisters.”

Members of the US Organization were convicted for killing Black Panthers Carter and Huggins.

Declassified FBI files have since revealed that some of the tensions between the U.S. Organization
and the Black Panthers were inflamed by secret federal agents.

Chimurenga says, with the book, she and Jones want to associate faces with the nameless women
people often mention were tortured by the US organization.

“They have names. They are actual people. This is what their life is like," said Chimurenga. “This is
what Deborah says happened to her. She's not just a hameless cudgel.”

“What We Stood For: The Story of a Revolutionary Black Woman" is available via Diasporic Africa
Press and Amazon.
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