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LARRY SIMS, 81
Posted on October 2, 2024 by OAKLAND POST

Larry Sims passed away on Thursday, Aug. 29 surrounded by his loved ones in Oakland, California.
He was 81. Affectionatey know as ‘Papa,’ Larry was born on Dec. 8, 1942, in DeWitt, Arkansas to
Arthur “Buddy” Sims and Para Lee McCoy. He moved to California with his family in 1951. Larry
graduated from Oakland High School, in 1961, marrying his high school sweetheart, Joyce Leonard,
in 1962. They raised two children, Darnell, and Deborah. The post Larry Sims, 81 first appeared on
Post News Group.
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Special to The Post

Larry Sims passed away on Thursday, Aug. 29 surrounded by his loved ones in Oakland, California.
He was 81

Affectionatey know as ‘Papa,’ Larry was born on Dec. 8, 1942, in DeWitt, Arkansas to Arthur “Buddy”
Sims and Para Lee McCoy. He moved to California with his family in 1951. Larry graduated from
Oakland High School, in 1961, marrying his high school sweetheart, Joyce Leonard, in 1962. They
raised two children, Darnell, and Deborah.

Larry enjoyed family camping trips to Yosemite. He also enjoyed all types of sporting events and
loved all the Bay Area teams. An avid Oakland Raider fan, he held season tickets for years and would
attend games with family and friends.

Larry attended the Oakland A’s World Series Games from 1972 through 1974. Over the years, Larry
became a diehard 49er fan and had no problem wearing his 49er gear while attending a Raiders
game in L.A.

He was also passionate about airplanes. Larry took flying lessons and received his private pilot
license. He also enjoyed going to see the Blue Angels every time they came to town.

After his divorce, Larry met Leona Davis. They dated, fell in love, and married in 1987. Through this
union, Larry gained a daughter, Sandra, aka Sadaqa, from Leona’s previous marriage.

Trending
Sunrise takeoff
Later, as Larry and Leona became empty nesters, they embarked on parenthood once more by
raising their grandson, Christopher. Larry joined the Frito-Lay organization and worked there until his
retirement. He received the company’s top award, The Ring of Honor, along with numerous other
awards.
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During his free time, Larry loved entertaining at his home, especially playing card games, such as bid
whist. He enjoyed Leona’s singing and playing. Larry remained devoted to Leona until her passing in
January 2013. He was heartbroken.

Since 1979, Larry was a faithful member of Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church. Larry was devoted to
his Bible studies. He would read scripture and give advice to all who needed it. Larry volunteered
with the Vacation Bible Camp and drove the church van to the retreat.

Also, he was a member of the Forever Young Group. Larry volunteered for several positions in the
church over the years, but his true passion was the sound room. He joined the sound room in the
1980s and managed the sound room from 2005 until 2023. Larry left an impression on everyone he
met. He was fun-loving, caring, funny, compassionate, friendly, and loved his family.

Larry was preceded in death by his parents; his sister, Susan; his brothers, Wilbert, Sylvester, and
Ronnie; and his spouse, Leona. He leaves behind: his son, Darnell (Sheila), his daughters, Deborah,
and Sandra and his grandson/son, Christopher; his grandchildren; Brandon, Joyce, McKinsey,
Anthony, Racheal, Jai‘Lynn, Angelnay, Dae’Len, and Braylon; his great-grandchildren; Jai, Jayce,
Jaxon, Jay’el and Sincere. In addition, he leaves to mourn his sister, Renee Muckeroy, his brother,
Leslie “Micky” Sims, his former wife and close friend, Joyce Sims, a host of nephews, nieces, cousins,
friends, and his Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church community.

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, Sept. 20, at Lakeshore Avenue Baptist Church, 3534
Lakeshore Ave., Oakland.

A viewing will be held on Sept. 19 from 5-6 p.m. at Fouche Hudson Funeral Home, 3665 Telegraph
Ave., Oakland.

If desired, friends may make memorial contributions to either LABC Scholarship Fund or LABC
Hunger Task Force.
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