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SAN DIEGO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS BACKS
REPARATIONS BILLS

Posted on September 10, 2024 by OAKLAND POST

The San Diego Board of Supervisors last week voted 4-1 to back State legislation that aims to right
historic injustices against the descendants of enslaved Black people. The State Legislature is
working with the California Legislative Black Caucus and reparations taskforce to provide
reparations to Black people who were harmed by systemic racism and other inequities. Community
leaders and activists praised the county supervisors for supporting the initiative and stated that their
endorsement is a significant step forward in correcting past injustices. The post San Diego County
Board of Supervisors Backs Reparations Bills first appeared on Post News Group.
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By McKenzie Jackson, California Black Media 

Over 36,000 Black Californians maintained coverage with a health insurance provider through the
14-month Medi-Cal to Covered California redetermination process led by the California Department
of Health Care Services (DHCS) and Covered California

This number does not include Californians who have employer or private insurance or those who
have been enrolled in Medi-Cal or Covered California and have met all the eligibility requirements
for both programs.

In total, more than 158,000 Californians retained their health coverage through the statewide
redetermination initiative, which began in April 2023 and ran until June of this year, according to
DHCS.

Covered California Chief Medical Officer and Chief Deputy Executive Director Dr. S. Monica Soni said
the availability of affordable health coverage can help prevent negative medical outcomes in the
Golden State’s Black communities. That coverage includes Medi-Cal, California’s version of the
Medicaid program — which offers free or low-cost health care access to low-income people across
the nation — or one of the affordable health plans offered through Covered California, the state’s
health insurance exchange

“We know primary care is one of the ways to have good health and wellness — from behavioral
health to physical health to instances where someone has a substance abuse disorder,” said Soni,
also a primary care doctor and the first Black Chief Medical Officer at Covered California.

Trending
WOMEN IMPACTING THE CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
“Our communities are some of the most incredible community-oriented, health-seeking ambitious
folks,” Soni continued. “We have a lot of assets in our communities, but it is true we have higher rates
of death for many cancers. We have more obesity. We have really higher rates of diabetes and high

https://www.postnewsgroup.com/women-impacting-the-church-and-community/
https://www.postnewsgroup.com/women-impacting-the-church-and-community/


NNPA World News Feed
San Diego County Board of Supervisors Backs Reparations Bills

https://nnpaworldnews3.com/san-diego-county-board-of-supervisors-backs-reparations-bills/

Page: 3

blood pressure as well.”

The redetermination project kicked off when Medi-Cal resumed its renewal process to establish
eligibility for over 15 million of its members following the end of the federal continuous coverage
requirement put in place during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Covered California automatically enrolled individuals in one of its low-cost health plans with insurers
such as Aetna Health, Anthem Blue Cross of California, Health Net, Molina Health Plan, or Valley
Health Plan if they lost Medi-Cal coverage and qualified for Covered California.

According to a survey conducted last fall on behalf of Covered California by NORC and Slosar
Research, 82% of people in the Medi-Cal renewal processes were covered through employer-
insurance; were already enrolled with Covered California, or returned to Medi-Cal.

Soni stated that the main obstacle that prevents people without health insurance from selecting a
plan through Covered California is a belief the price will be out of their budget.

“Sometimes people are worried about the cost,” she explained. “We have zero-dollar and $10-a-
month plans, depending on household income. Regardless of what health plan you choose all of
your primary care costs are the same. We believe you should be able to shop for the health plan you
want.”

Covered California’s open enrollment period runs from November of this year to January 2025. Soni
said Covered California will have record levels of support and affordability during the upcoming
year.

“Incredible support we are getting from the state and federal government makes us able to do that,”
she said.

Oakland Post
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