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WHERE IS OAKLAND’S OUTRAGE FOR ONE MOTHER’S CHILD?
Posted on October 4, 2023 by OAKLAND POST

For on this day in August, I would open my front door to police officers, yellow crime tape and the
body of an unidentified young, Black woman lying dead in the streets of a residential area of East
Oakland. She was somebody's daughter, somebody's, sister, even somebody’s mother but on this
Monday, she was just another unidentified dead woman in Oakland. The post Where is Oakland’s
Outrage for One Mother’s Child? first appeared on Post News Group.
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By Emil Guillermo

The politics of the week was as polarizing as it gets. President Biden spoke to the UN General
assembly about defending democracy, especially when it comes to giving aide to Ukraine, a
sovereign nation invaded by Russia.

That would normally happen without debate, but now polls in the U.S show more than 50% say
we’ve given enough to Ukraine. And with already $60 billion given to date, fulfilling the request for
another $40 billion may be in doubt.

It’s easy to say, “Gee, wouldn’t it be nice if any of that could be used to fix our local problems.” But
we’re talking about a threat of a different level. Gang bangers shooting up neighborhoods and local
smash-and-grabs are  one thing. A superpower like Russia smash-and-grabbing a free country like
Ukraine, we all need to care about.

That’s not how democracy works.

And then there is the weaponizing of government by Republicans in Congressional hearings, on full
display when the GOP lead Justice Committee member badgered Attorney General Merrick Garland
for hours on irrelevancies like Hunter Biden.

“…They do that at the expense of millions of Americans who need the government to stay open and
want their kids safe in school, and like to see Ukraine stay in the fights that don’t help Russia,” said
California District 14 Congressman Eric Swalwell, who called the hearings a clown show. “Except
they actually have real responsibilities that affect real Americans.”

Trending
COMMENTARY: African American Culture Under Attack
That hearing was on Sept. 20, nine days after the 9/11 anniversary.

When I think of an America United I like to think of that day.

Where Were You on 9/11?

I was in the San Francisco Bay Area, thinking about trading the markets, so I was up way early with
CNBC at 5.46 a.m. Pacific time when the first plane flew into the North Tower.

https://www.postnewsgroup.com/commentary-african-american-culture-under-attack/
https://www.postnewsgroup.com/commentary-african-american-culture-under-attack/
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Then the second plane at 6:03 a.m. Pacific time struck the South Tower.

And then the third plane struck the Pentagon at 6:37 a.m Pacific time.

It’s too early for all this, I recall thinking, my head spinning from the news. But then the South Tower
fell at 6:59 a.m. Pacific.

OMFG wasn’t an acronym back then.

I would need something stronger at 10:03 a.m. Pacific, when a fourth plane crashed in Shanksville,
Pa.

Within the half hour at 10:28 a.m. Pacific, the North Tower fell.

I will never be in doubt again about what to do on Sept. 11. At each time stamp of terror, mark it with
a moment of silence to honor the dead and the brave. That’s what they’ve done in New York the last
22 years.

It’s the timeline of when the terrorists’ war came to us. It was in Lower Manhattan. But I felt it instantly
via television in California while still in my pajamas.

It was also a day I lost my taste for the markets and the mindless chase of the almighty dollar. Sept.
11 made me sense something more was at stake, our sense of country, of ourselves, and of our
America.

There were shattered buildings in New York, but was there ever a moment when the country was
more united?

Remember that, America. Because there have been so many times since then when we forget what
it’s like to be on the same side, always, together.

It shouldn’t take an act of terrorism to get back that feeling. Just think of what we did for each other
when our real patriotism emerged Sept. 12, 2001.

The Last Thing I Did on Sept. 11

After 2001, my life really did take a different path. I went from television and radio to newspapers.
This is not unlike saying to the modern world that you prefer communicating through cave drawings.

But I survived.

One of my friends became a big-time corporate lawyer and is now retired. Our politics are polar
opposites, but we’re still buddies. We have history together. We both graduated from San
Francisco’s Lowell High School. He moans about the Cal Bears.

If Sept. 11 can have a unifying effect, would it happen when I had dinner with my friend?

The answer is at least on the surface, yes. We were in New York, at, coincidentally, a Ukrainian
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restaurant with few vegan options. But I made do.

We disagreed on everything. Especially on affirmative action. He sided with the Supreme Court
against Harvard. I didn’t. He brought up the historical discrimination against Jews. “There were some
law firms that wouldn’t even talk to me when I graduated,” said my friend, who is Jewish.

We agreed that was wrong. But he couldn’t get past his belief that discrimination happens to
everyone. You deal with it and get over it, he said.

Easier said than done, if you happen to be a darker shade.

But we’re friends and respect each other.

On the matter of 9/11, he told me where he was that day. His office was a few blocks from the World
Trade Center. But he came to work shortly after the first tower fell.

He remembers seeing people walking up FDR Drive from Lower Manhattan covered in soot, their
faces in shock.

I told him about my theory of 9/12, how it sparked a feeling of unity that is so rare these days.

He said it was still there, though admittedly, it’s gotten worse. “It doesn’t matter about your politics,”
he said, adding how he didn’t care about my point of view. We went to high school together. I called
him. He saw my show in New York and now we’re having dinner.

“So, you’re a crazy guy, but so what, I am too,” he said. “You’re my friend and if you need anything,
you just ask me.”

Maybe that’s the best we can hope for in a polarized America.

To have a meal together. Laugh. Then fight over the check. Not politics.

But making the feeling last beyond 9/12 is getting tougher and tougher in America.

Emil Guillermo is a journalist and commentator. See his Emil Amok videos on YouTube, Instagram and
Facebook.
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